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FEB 10 1897 
St.Vincent ,Minn; Janw,-’97. 
Wn. Brewster ,ksq., 
Cambridge ,Mass ,- 
Dear Mr.Brewster, - 
IT wiil write you,tonight,more fully,concern- 
ing-the matter of eggs,procurable,another season. 
As IT have said before,the idea of merchandizing in eggs is very re- 
pugnant to me;nothing but my ardent desire for a high-grade camera, 
and for the enriching of my collection would ever induce me to sell 
eges. T have made a, igs ae list,-putting prices as 
low as T can afford,for sin LARERLS _.@ satisfactory reduction 
where a number of sets are giudoua hinerel wish you,-as I did ih the @ 
case of the red-polls,to be maine frank with me,-and to have no 
hesitation in setting your own idea of the proper price,in cases where 
I have set too high a figure.In case of not a few species,I hardly 
think any o* the Printed Lists to give the proper rating.I might in- 
stance Krider’s Hawk.Granted that this is a valid species,the PROVEN 
habitat is very much restricted. So far as any information obtainable 
by myself goes,Central Minnesota lies at about the center of the 
habitat.If you have read my article in the AUK,you will have noteu fe 
how,even in that region, , -where ,-by the way ,B. Borealis (borealis ) - -is vw 
very rare,- oo Hawk is very Yeryfrom common.Howabsurd, then, to 
price eggs of B.B.Krideri at hardly more than half the price set for 
eggs of Archib.S.-dJ.Ferrug. ---I am hoping to extend somewhat, this 
season,my own observations concerning this subspecies, - -but am rather 
inclined to think that I shall be doomed to disappoontment. (The Bu- 
teo which (surely) breeds on the Pembina Mtns.1s possibly Calurus,- 
although the one red-tail that T know myself to have seen did not ap- 
pear,at the long range which constituted my nearest approach,to dif- 
fer,materially from specimens of B.Borealis Gig, cl have critically ex- 
amined in Has tern Kansas .)---But T am wandering very far from thesub- 
ct.Rut before I leave it,I will say,-that if you care at all for 
wa sua authentic sets of Krider’s Hawk,I will try to get a Steele 
Co.,-Minn.,-friend to secure the services of a clamber; andg (OU. de> 
to the wgods in his neighb pation. and secure the set laid,the25th. to G 
20th. ofnext April,by my favorite pair of bird wif I,-and he,-are suc- 
cessful in this,and my friend reports the eae of the parent birds 
as CERTAINLY immaculate,it will give me great pleasure to prepare and 
send you the set,as a slight token of yourmy appreciation of your gen- 
erosity to my "Camera Fund". But to return to the egg- 
pusiness.T1 shall be glad to give special attention to the preparation 
of any material obtainable in this region,that you can use,-and shall 





ve glad to follow out,minutely,any wish or wishes of yours concerning 
preparation of eggs,nests,data,-or anything else that will serve to Tre 
make the eggs more interesting and valuable to you.T realize, Pus by. 
that there are many things connected,directly or incidentally,with the 
preparation of cabinet specimens for which money cannot pay,and it 
is in just these directions that I shall be most glad to serve YiOules 
will prefix to the list certain details of collection and preparation 
that will enter in as a part of the price set against the specimens 
that T hope to take for you. T may take @ trip to 
Shoal Lake,Man.,in the interests of photography ,-chrefly,-and,insid- 
entally,to take,personally,sets of Pelican and Cormorant( Bicrist. )If 
T should do éHisi4 shall probably.try to put in action,tnere,on your ® 
pehalf,a plan T have long cherished for taking large perishable nests& 
Even if you did not care to preserve what I might thus take for you, t® 
the material would be rich for examination,study and illustration. 
Should T,ere that time,have secured my coveted camera,I shall hope to 
secure some things otf unusual interest. : 
I am wondering how some of you,-critical students of ornithology,-feel 
as to some of theé fiats that have gone forth as touching the Check- 
list. I confess to a feeling of supreme bewilderment,as touching some 
points that T had fondly supposed were settled,for all time. In ornith- 
ology,as a science,it seems to be the unexpectéd that always happens, 
while the tyro finae; continually th all his fondly vaunted new-found 
knowledge,only confusion worse confounded. Sure Some things 
that have. been re Reigead decided upon are,I confs ,quite diftficul 
for me to understan egratia,-how is it that ib races of Fly- 
catchers ,-widely ceaukeles as to habitat, and stbee considered as sub- 
specifically distinect,should be merged iouuanent in part,-the eastern 
race of the one being merged in the same category with the northern 
race that was not differentiated until one year ago.Indeed,to tell 
the truth,T do not yet exactly understand just how these races,-Traill 
i,and E.T.alnorum,-are,hereafter,to stand.Away out here on the north- 
western border,the few of “that éouha Ace ie stand for exact ornith- 
ology are,-ss Caesar would have said,-"Far removed from the human- 
izing and civilizing influences of she sid aa 
I wrote you once regarding our local race of Melospiaa. Later,in .sena- 

a parcel of birds,under frank,for toe tt shing of their sub- 

ific identity,-in the making up of my SPeport 1 Was surprised to 

a specimen of our large, Sine ede uate d Parus come back ilabél- 

,"atricapillus}-and to have the Song sparrow sent come back with 





the simple designation,-fasciata.Tt seemed to me then that,-barring alt 
considerations of altitudezit would seem strange that OUR race of 
song-sparrow should not be identical with that found a hundred mnles 0 
to the west of us;and the more since ; song is most emphatically 
and remarkably different from any song of fasciata that [I ever heard. 
Tt is my purpose to take,and send for your critical examination,next 
season,specimens of this bird taken at intervals during the migation 
and the breeding season. IT expect,also,to take one or 
two trips to the Turtle Mtn. region,during the breeding season, -to 
secure sets of the new song sparrow,-with skins of the same. 
As to the Sennett’s Night-hawk guestion:I am gratified that this race 
has been subspecifically set apart;since,although T have examined 
no specimens,in hand,T have observed a number,in this region,more 
or less critically,-and have long been confident that the prevailing 
type is néither Virg. nor V.Henryi.( But you must be weary of my orn- 
ithological gabble;and I will desist.) 
Will you kindly,at your leisure ,go over the accompanying 1l1ist,-cross & 
CU SpeoLes: the -eege a which you do not want,1n any case,-mark Oppos- 
ite species that you aint oy of eae et nay feel that I have 

et the price too high, ord ree return ae ve lis avd ine faving, -in addition 
- what T have just Liccescedpatied down om number of seéts,1in 
eath case,that you could take,at the affixed, -OR A LOWER,-price. I 
will then mark down the number of sets that IT may be reasonably sure 0 


of taking,-and return you a duplicate: of the list;that you may know 


what to expect from me. 
T believe T did not send you a copy of the List that: follows fe com- 
prises certain sets that are "“COming" to me in return for a litte 
"R.Daylight" camera that T traded,last year,to the taker oi the Sets 1s 
in question.The prices are affixeéd,-and are those that I must ask,1n 
orddr to clear myself.You would find the préparation exceptionally 
good,-the taker being a well-known Pasadena collector,-from whom I 
have received,-first and last,-several hundred e€g6s, -all péeine Tine- 
ly prepared,-with very full data.T Will pay transportation,at these 
prices:(The figures are,price for the ped Alaa 
T-14,Val. Partridge-$.98,-1-4 CaleSereech. OW =o JOS oN 74 W.PLlyc.,-$.d05 
T-4 Mwex.Hnd.lark-$.68,-N-4 Cassin’s Vireo,$1.70,-N-5 Hutton Ss Vireo, = 
(two sets Sach $2.00.44-5 Slender-billed Nuthatch, $1.70 
Trusting that T have not over great— 

ly wearieud you,l remain, 

Very  sLicere.y  yOUrs = 


FD Cab 
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Mr Kas tman,-and tTorwa rd then not .oaid.-by Express.Am VERY sorry 


put vou oo this trouble,-butthe necessity for this extra work 
through the oversight of your un-packer. 
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SLRS, otis WOOK, Ge f Li€ Lt ULE 3 ut..er a ong ties. eee 
birds are clearly of the race to which belongs the dark hawk that 
came back to my friend Lano,of Aitkin, inn. ,from Mr Rid 
"Ruteo borealis Harlani,"-(or rather 'B.Harlani".) With 

ict: have long been pi 
Minnesota. The 
Pedhtatls®+--0f course: yqui wil} 

bhi ccimen sent youll thought you 
mieht care for it,as “ study, in moul t-change Bea ie ind, Eas 
P.Wch; ,-Lap.Lespr.,-L.-T. Chicadee,-Pr.Hnd.-1k,-I also sent gratis, 
thinking that you might find them useful in your series. 


hat T am makine no al ror 


I should be glad to your opinion as to the sub-specific status 
Chicadee I sent. It seems so unlike the ordinary, Parus that 
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Hallock ,Minn,.Dec.22,- OF. 
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definition;and the subject is 
of an ice-cutting scene,T will 


printing,with duplicates for you,from a plate that shows two specimens 


£m 


of the Harlan’s hawk we get here, -a 


very light one. 


the patterning and coloration in a wonderful way. 


sincerely yours,- 


i fergo* to: say iat if you cannot use 
you to be kind enough to pack it,in a box by Ltseit, for 


tomy order, 
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Rot Heron, 


Hallock ,Minn.May.3,-?98. 
Dear Mr.Brewséer ,- 

Will you be good enough to name the avian 
abortion which T am sending you, along with the missing Grouse egg, -whe 
which turned up ,Bately? 1 have been trying,all winter,to find time tor 
shooting one of our resident Sittas ,-but failed,-until,returning,one'a 
day, from a goose-hunt ,T heard one,near town,-and murdered it,-after a 
long and exciting chase,with a charge of duck-shot. 

This Sitta preeds,here. I bought,of pot-hunters ,- 


buying,at a high price,to save fine specimens to science, -a fine pair 


of Blue Géese, 





They are practically perfect specimens;are in perfect nuptial plumage, 
and,-of course,-well prepared. I cannot afford to keep them, They 


ee 
must bring me $4.00,net. ( Kez Ate 2oF i es De artes es ) 


ps i 
IT am planning a big photographic campaign,this season. The ee plates 


which you have recommended to Mr.Job,will certainly be my strogg¥holc, 
this season. ~ T am hoping to join Mr.Job,for a few days,a& 
at Sweetwater Lake. T shall have some interesting 
prints for you,if I ever find time to print and tone. 

Fortunately,a juv. Blue Goose was taken,with the pair I bought;and I 
patched on the head,-and photographed the trio from three points of 
view.I also preserved the head;which is most curious and beautiful. 


Of courseé,you will have seen C.coerulescens in this plumage. 
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aoe 
I must not enlarge,-but will reserve other matters of interest for a@B 


more cOnvenient season. 


Personally grateful for all that your courteous modum has done for the 


& 


res of current ornith.knowledge,I remain,- 


Very sincerely yours,- 








Hallock ,Minn.Oct. I8,- 
Mr.Brewster, 
tT have taken,this season,six sets of 
g Le Conte’s Sparrow. The identity of these has been absolutely determinda _ 
- 


| in several, cases ,at cost of much patience,-and 15 absolutely guaran- 


th F teed. The preparation is,-of course,-faultl ~The datas will 


{f exceptiohally fulljand,-which may perhaps appeal somewhat to YOU,-4 


$e es of four photographs,-or more,-carefully taken,to 1llustr ate the 
wy differences in eround colorations and markings ,and the marked peculi- 
arities in nesting habit of this little known,and most peculiar Spar-: 
row ,-Will accompany each set The price I am asking 
is high ,-but bah oink is a most worthy one,-and the number of 


| ( bray be ert.) 


is most lLimited.The price is high,-yet no higher that a well-known Ccol- 


lector has willingly paid a field-worker,this season, fon @ 
The price will be,-ten,nine,and eight dollars,per sét,-ac~ 


cording to the nmumbe f eggs in the se+,-three,four,or five.One set 


has alreadv been 

you do not care to put so ruch mash as is into & 
this degree of rarity,I could possibly arrange to take a part of the 
price in saleable ets,-allowing | ges Uh of one hind Tayler 's 
List,for ‘the eggs. T may add, -that T have the parent bird 


with but two more sets of the Le Conte eges,-and one of these 1s the 


by @ delib e Tate 


male parent,-this sex being much more @&& Lly secured, 


.shot,thah the other .l had several good reasons for not taking the par- 


in ower ease the chief reason being that it was not neccessary ,~ 





for MY OWN certification,-since there 1s 


nest-ankeeggs that could possibly be mistake 


under normal co nditions save ,- 


50 


pow ,-which is,-moreover ,extrpemely rare, at 


assert that the identity of all the sets 


taken, -AS 
-she proving 


with um 


,-snapping a cyclone then <« 


exceedingly careful about 


shoot a flushed parent until T had absolutely 


this identification had been perfectly es 


why, -pray ,-should shoot bird,-since the 


eggs by the "parent bird" 1s,-indany case ,a 


vou should 
Bird. thes. abs 


receipt of parent 


set not 


: fh 4, 
set, I will let you havethe one 


panied by its parent.But T cannot promise 


thoroughly typical set,-not caring to 


stress of my work,-to unpack the eggs see 


p arent he t, vpi . 


rare to be left,unrolled in cotton,in open , 


Tf interested in 


once sold,-and the other 


liable to g0,at any time, 


Very truly. yeurs 5 -— 


positively 


this 


of Le 


sually eccentric 


the TYisk: of 


identified her:a 


tablished 


simple 


ite condition of -the 


actually 


vou thus 


whether 


-i.¢é.., unpacked, 


this matter,kindly 


fous 


no other sparrow- 


hose of 

point.I can positively 
Conte’s Sparrow that I 
annoying experl1 
Wild,-flushing, 
flight ,-evading one 
al to- 


erting the nest 


atte mp t 1 ne to 


id ,-after 


7 to MH 


accompany 1! 


question of honesty ? 
phot 
make the 


anid 
taking of the 


spoken-for,thus accom- 


tockLet have & 
time ,-anid constant 
the 
in viewsuch are too 
-boxes. 


Wri te 


avathable 


IM Retrey 





to Hibbing ,Minn.Sep,..19,-1901. 


: AL, a Mr. Brewster, - 

opty? I am offering my two per- 
sonal taken sets of Yellow Rail, -N-8,N-10,-with Photo- 
graphs of nests,and nanerace of site,-a deep coulee ,among 
the North Dakota Buttes,-to the highest bid that shall . 
reach me before Jan.Ist. ,1902. 
I am selling the eggs thus for two reasons:First,I am anx- 
jovs to realize as much as possible from the sale of the 
sets,in order that the proceeds of them may Bave means 
for extending my trips,next season,into regions affording 
interesting and comparatively unexplored fields for bird 
study with my camera;and ,second,in order that I may get 
at somewhat of a unified opinion as to what competent 
collectors may consider the real value of these eggs. A 
divergence from $3.00 to FIFT#"N DOLLARS ,in the price per 
egg,is nothing short of ridiculous, 
I have,in addition to the above,sets of Arctic Woodpecer 
and Hudsonian Chicadee,-the latter,N-6.The prices of these 
are one-third Taylor’?s prices.Rut these two sets have 
teen offered to two other parties. 

Very truly: yours,- 
P.R. Peabody. 


fr 








William Brewster ,Hsq. 
Cambridge 
Blue Rapids,Kas. Feb. 4,290". 
Dear Mr Brewster ,- 

It seems to me particularly kind of a very 
busy man like yourself to resurrect an old-time request for information 
sent out indiscriminately to a large number of students and observers of 
Bird Life.That you have done this mesns the more to me since If have always 
felt a real stimulus in my work on the Nesting Habits of North American 
Birds on the strength of kind words of encouragement you once wrote me when 
first I began to take up this work seriously. 

I have mislaid a budget of difficult queries which I have long been assemblL 
ing on one sheet;with deliberate intent against one William Erewster,of 
Cambridge;to whom some of us owe very Much for his masterly expositions of 
bird life.The faint hope I have cherished that,even tho you had overlooked, 
(very naturally),my stereotyped request,you might still be inclined to re- 


spond to a personal letter, has been fanned into flame by the courteous 


letter you wrote me under date of Jan. I1/07.And I am glad,indeed,that you 


should have written first? 


It is a rank imposition for me to send you so long a list of desired 
points of information. But I have found it utterly impracticable to hire 
anyone to search out for me details from the pages of un-indexed volunes,- 
volumes upon volumes,-of Proceedings and Bylletins.What I have already secured, 
in such ways,has been costly in outlay:yet valueless in its content.A non- 
expert seems to have no vaguest idea,even when apparently well-coached,as 
to what one desires.Tt is enough to mrive one to distraction to pay out,af- 
ter having given most explicit directions as to brevity, good coin at the 
rate of Forty Cents an hour for whole pages of literal citation;where,in 
point of fact,a half-dozen lines would have been ample? 
if £ might venture to suggest: If you could spend a very little 


time among your files in citing volume, page and title for any of the items 





2 
on the accompanying list 2 could easily send some bird—friend in New York 
City to the Library of the Am. Mus. of Nat. History to make the corres- 
ponding citations.Or,in case of extremely brief but greatly valuable de- 
tails it mignt be quite as time-saving for you and far more efficacious for 
me if you would kindly jot down the briefest possible notessabbreviated to 
*the limit." For any such courtesies,Mr Brewster,I should be very grateful 
indeed. (In such case,please give title and Volume). 
I am most deeply inte rested in the breeding habits of the two rarer Americ-— 
an species of rail,-the Black and the Yellow Raiis.< am hardly inclined to 
believe that you would acquiesce with Dr. Dwight in intimating;that unlessI 
nad taken specimens of both rails,in North Dakota,it would be idle to 
claim that both are found there.And when I tell you that,if you care to 
inspect them,I can send you eggs of both species,taken a few hundred yards 
apart in the same coulee,I am sure that you will be quite ready to hear 
anything further that I may have to say on the subject. 
LI flushed examples of both species repeatedly in Benson County,North Dako- 
ta.Of yellow rail nests I found about eight,-— and tne young friend who 


found the colony.Of black rail nests I found but one;tho why but one I an 


sure I cannot understand;since, judging by the number of individuals flushed, 


the bird were more numerous than their relatives. 

Some time when I print I shall take great pleasure in sending you prints 
from two very good negatives of two several nests of the yellow rail found 
in the colony in question.(Tne black rail nest was not a nest at all;but 
just a place beneath a wisp of coarse dead grass.The eggs were found by 
the searching touch of my finger;there being nothing audible or visible to 
vive me the faintest inkling that beneath that bit of prone dead grass 
there lay the very first intimation of any sort on record that the black 
rail is a regular Summer habitant of parts of North Dakotaé 


T have touched upon this rail matter because of your own most-interesting 





% 
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contributions to our scarty knowledge as to the habits of the black rail.i 
have often wished to tell you;that never,in two seasons’ close examination 


of my Benson County colony, did I ever catch the faintest trace of any rail 


i 
note,at any time of day or night,except the faniliar,-"kick-kick,—-kick- 


Kick—kick".This deepens the mystery already hinted at by your notes and 


comments in the Auk. 


Let me personally thfank you for your valuable contributions to our knowl- 
edge of the rarer Gulls of the Far-North.On the strength of your conclus- 
ions as to the synonomy involved I have ventured to eliminate one from 

my shart list of northern species and sub-species;of whose nesting conditia, 


we know next-door to nothing. 


Believe me,any items you may find time to elucidate and to send me,regard- 
ing the rare species a list of which is herewith sent you,wili be most 


gratefully received. 


May I not venture,also,to hope;that as a member of the Committee of Revis-— 
ion of the Union's Nomenclature yqu will give me any permissible informa- 
tion as to the probable date whereafter the work of the Committee will have 
become complete;and its results given to the waiting bird-public? I snall 
not,of course,attempt to put my eek work to press until the subject matter 
shall have been entirely revised in accordance with the ordinations and the 
co-ordinations of the new Check ListseMy wish,in the imterim,is to keep th 
lass of the manuscript in such shape that it may be readily adapted to 
changed conditions;and so be put to press as soon after the publication of 
the need for 
the new Check List as ,carefulL preparation may admit. 
With the earnest hove that the usefulness of ne pook to the great world of 


younger bird-students of the rising generation may justify to yourself and 
the forty-odd other students of bird life without whose hearty co-opera- 


tion the Work would not hav 2 f 
tone in’my benal? aa been worth publishing,the work so generously 


aD LF so 
Very sincerely yours ,- is LP eatery 





Data of Nesting Habit very briefly cited,are greatly desired for the fol- 


lowing: M nee eens Bristle-thighed Curlew Masked Duck 
. ed wot (939) Sore (788) Wimeny x Prats (1760) 


ae Leucosti Ww Red- G Yr Red— 
aiek, Heyer stem ext Baa. 20) -Holgoeds Spsceots, gronper teem, 


Curlew er Roh gitar Bird ~ Bahaman Swallow Turns tone (both 
“Vtg perngin a U7e4) Caner vrgot2(« Ete) Cothich linn. Cag anra ret 27/899) | Crate patente ¢ oe 
Wandering Tattler ElEgant Tern (e777) 











_Mearns Thrasher Red. a. TrOp-ki 
Une (1788) VS earner mena A) oS CR Cert 5 . Platte « encbice (78) 


oh i ealererrca P.B. Peabody, Blue pecitie, Kas 


pie as terantutae (ry ae - 3 i= 


Citations sare needed from Proc. Phil. Acad. Scat. --—~Boston Do.Do. 


Mr Cory's Writings The Ibis---and from these only:unless Mr Brewster 





have any out-of the-way records not accessible to the general public. 


,* 


Index to P.B.Peabody's List of birds. - Nesti ing habits. 


* 


j Acanth iis 2. snolboel1 oe (1331) ee , Nomonyx Gominicus ('760) 
a = a yostrata Baa ee 0 .,évigeNumenius tahitiensis (175%) | 
- Anser fabalis (C178) Ee Ctocoris a.giraudi («394 
-~Aphriza virgata erase - -Phavthon aetherius (758) 
Arenaria interpres ~C!'Z> 3) Regulus c.grinelli (397) 
af - melanocevhala (1S 2) Sterna elegans (7848) 
*  -morinella CET GG) Toxostoma. ¢.-mearnsi CS 9s) 
‘Branta leucopsis (1%03) | Six Tringa ferrugt nea ~ (1764) 
Bubo v. ,elachistis’ pate 
- Callichelidon cyanoviridis(/3 #4 
As Chen rogsii= Cl 
Coceyzus m.maynardi (187) 
Colaptes c.brunnescens (:?95) 
Compsothlypis a.ramalinae ((7°2) 
Faleo s.peninsularis (€/872) 
Heteractitis inecanus (!738) 
Larus vegae (/%87) S 
Leucos ticte atrata CRT) 





Blue Rapids, Kas 
brewster,- 
You Were,in point of time,the very first American 
Ornithologist to say a kindly word,unsolicited,for my proposed Work on the 
Nesting Ways of Nortp American Birds.And you have been among the very fore- 
most in rendering,later,the sort of help without which my venture must have 
collapsed. Before asking a slight additional favor I 
ought,in all grateful recognition,to tell you how well the work is pro- 
In the first place,-a well-known Firm,in New York 
asked the privilege of examining the completed manuscript;with a 
view to publication.In the second,-the Bird-races yet unexploited and the 
Bird-Book vet unexamined are steadily growing fewer. 
There are TIO Titles,or a few less,for which data are altogether too mea- 
ger.There are about a dozen volumes,or sets of volumes,wnich are yet un- 
exanined.Of course,the narrower the margin of remaining unexploited field, 
the slower does the mapein contract.But I am in no hurry. 
Seventy-six Bird Students are now on my list of Patrons.About Eight of these 
Kuropean,Asiatic and South American 
works a sted in my Bibliography ;which now contains about 200 Titles:of 
works bearing directly and helpfully on Nesting Habit.In addition to the 


ransacking of the synonomies in these works,myself and two or three dis- 


- 
interested,-(ought I not rather to say,"interested")friends are seeking to 


of. 


unearth private records!from our laconic and secretive friends of other 
ies.--To illustrate t! wulties we have to face:A letter 
from Dr.von Ihering,of the Muse Santo Paulo,Brazil,cites the current knowl- 
Sterna trudeaui as involving "no biologifa)" 


breeding on Sta.Kath. Isi.,not over fifty miles from San- 





And now for a request: 

Vol. IV of the Revista of the Museo Sho. Paulo contains the following 
erence: "Breeding of Mycteria americana,Ibis,I8°96,p.587". Can you ki 

ailow Mr Deane to tr cribe for me the gist of 

Hudson, (Apgentine Ornith.),-has also a ference 

this work? 

I am,of course,anong the highly gratified people that have noted the set- 
tiling of the "Waralione " Rail myvstery.Added to the latest Condor Issue is 
a photographic postal that has just reached my desk from Mr Ingersoll ;dis- 
playing a N/6 Laying of April 8,U1t.I am jusg seeking fuller information, 


at the hands of Mr Inger 


It may surprise you to learn;that not only have I complete photographic re- 


cords of the breeding of the Yellow Rail,in Benson County ,North Dakota; but 
have a set of Six,-possibly incomplete,-Eggs of the Black Pee the 
same County,the same Coulee and the same colonyiInasmuch as the Black Rail 
is not even accredited to North Dakota ,at allthis is certainly surprising. 
I saw three or four birds;as well as an equal number of Yellow Rails.The 
entire colony probably comprised not over a dozen birds,the last season I 
Curiously enough,the Black Rails whose 
found,nad made no nest.The eges were just laid beneath a scanty fal- 
len wisp of course grass,on a Wet meadow;where Water lav either at or an 
above the surface. 
to these birds I have gs la ast three specimens,-(during 


the autumnal migration),-at Hibbing,Minnesota, (St.Louis County). 


I trust you may be glad to know that 
strong,unremitting effort to bring the man ipt of my book up to the 


of our present knowledge concerning the Nesting Habits of North 
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(The Birds of the Antilles and of the Coast Islands of Lower California are 


included icn the treatment of the entire subject; as Well as,(of course), 


the 9eCies that migrate northward,during their Winter,into our Latitude ,in 


August and September.Tharks to Germany and Britain,we are rounding up the 
Shearwaters and the rarer Petrels,fairly well.Some old-time records,-(for 
example,a citation of egg-dimensio Henrkorn,/kKet. 
a 


der Kier-sammlung,-Braunschwieg, [ss¢ I am having difficulty in running to 


Considerations covering the Entire Field 
have been crowded,more and more,upon me,in the 
germaine to my work.I have dealt with it briefly;yet in 
might well be made natter of collaborationj;not mere- 
ly National but International.The same is ue,largely,of the entire do- 
though I have never expected any financial return,for the real- 
labor involved in my Book,I am yet well repaid 
opadening of my oWn horizon incident with the research which hs proven 
sO exacting and so imperative. 
fervent hope is that Nesting Ways may not @isappoint those that 
made it. I am but one. 


Sincerely yours,- 


oe. 


idge, Mass De 


I believe vou have I T/6,Hea ith Hen:are there any special data connected with 


this unique set? 





/During August I shall be at my Summer home: 


New Richmond, Wis.,-Route 6,Birch-naven/ 


Blue Rapidd,Kas. July 21,1909. 
Dear Mr BreWater: 

Please accept amende and expressions of gratitude 
all blended into one,at this late date.I refer to the great courtesy of your 
self and your friend,Mr Purdie‘in the matter of the Jabiru citation.It 
fills a deep lacuna;and your old-time kindness is more than triplicated,in 


this thoughtful act.Depend upon it,tnis is but a preliminary acknowledg- 


Mente Will you kindly make my preliminary acknowledg- 


ments to Mr Purdie,also:at your convenience?(I have mislaid my A.0.U.List 


of Members;and cannot connect with Mr Purdie,just now,in person}. 


I made a hasty trip to North Dakota and the Leech Lake Region of Minnesota 5; 
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during the opening days of June,this Summer.I found nests of Wilson Snipe, 


BeW.Teal and Yellow Rail within forty feet of one another;with a pair of 
Nelson Sparrow trying to pre-empt a site amid them all.{I found nothing 
else,in North Dakota,save a single set of Mc Cown Longspursthe much-more- 
abundant ornatus had eggs all at hatching point:-June First).I learned 
much about the nesting of the Yellow Rail that I had failed to learn,in the 
tWo previous trips.I think I heard the male of the (possibly—-—but-—one-pair 
of) Black Rails that ‘habit the Coulee in question,during Summer.(I believe 
I sold you that I found one set of eggs,several years ago.These Were with- 
in the narrow confines of my Yellow Rail Colony). 
I nave not yet decided how I will exploit my Yellow Rail material.If the 
Auk felt like sparing the requisite finds for color-printing,I should prob- 


ably place the subject-matter at Dr.Alien's disposal.If I could be sure 
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of meeting the contingent expense,I would print a monograph privately ;and 
have the color-work done by Kreuse:who has done so finely with the series 
in the Oologia Palaearctica.Surely,the time has come whencevery bird student 
ought to know what the egg of the Yellow Rail looks likes 
(My L909 set,-Nine Eggs,-is the finest I have seen.All the eges,besides be- 
ing capped with cinnamon and lilac,hnave scattered specks over the entire 
egg;Black Rail-Egg-fashion;while two of the eggs have the Cap on the small 
end.The set goes to Mr Childs.) Pardon my rvfining-on:I nave 
felt that items concerning eggs so rare would interest you.(I made ample 


study of the "bleating" of the Wilson Snipe,near the nest). 


‘Ss 
Very Seater and respectfully yours,- 


iy William Brywster, Cambridge ,Mass. 





REV. P. B. PEABODY, 
SAINT MARK’S RECTORY, 


William Brewster,Esq. ,Cambridge, 20* ™rrs waneas. 
Jan.22,IT¢I0' 
Dear Mr Brewster ,- 
Mary things nave preveited my writing you,in 

tne matter of the mmoted N/IO,Yellow Rail. 
I still delay;desiring to photograph the eggs before they leave my hands. 

One other eastern colliector,besice yourself,desires the 
Rail Set,on the terms I proposed,-namely,$30. cash and Thirty Doliars Ex+° 
change.But,-to be exceeding frank,-I do not quite like the spirit and the 


method of this collector,-(who,by the by,is neither Mr Thayer,Mr Childs nor 


vr Norris});-.Moreover,!I very greatly desire that William Brewster shoul-d 


have this maximum-size set,this set that covers,within itself,all the es- 





a 
sential marking-patterns that I nave ever:seen of eggs of the Yellow Rail. 
You have always been peculiarly interested in the Rail Fahily;and you have, 
for years,contributed,without stint,to our knowledge of Bird Biologia: 
(Which this other person has not). It is,therefore,my deliberate determina- 
tion to give you the refusal of this set.I am quite willing to send it for 
inspection,on your terms;altnough there is no remotest doubt as to identi- 


~ shall,as time may admit,be glad to send you a 


vy : 
of photographs to illustrate the nestings ofthe Yellow Rail.By and 


by,When I publish wnat I have learned,in a single monograpn,these could be 
used for extra-illustration,if you desired;since I would gladly take the 
trouble to have them hound-in,for you,into your own copy of the work in ques- 
tion.My only request for favor is;that you will kindly cite Me to any breed_- 


ing records,known to you as authentic,whicn have never seen print. 





ES 
I wish a completer data,on better paper;tnan the form that now accompanies 
the Set of Rail ewe st am about to have a new data-form printed;and will 
have the collector of these eges transfer the records to the larger and 
better form. When I finally print my Yellow Rail Notes,it 
is my present purpose,if subscriptions will warrant,to have the eggs color- 
printed by Kreuse,of Germany.If you could suggest an equally skillful ana 
equally reasonable artist,on this side the Ocean,I should,of course,be glad 
of suggestions in that direction. 
I have just been overhauling my series of Acanthis,-including exilipes and 
rostrata; and nowWiesire, anew, to thank you heartily for the pains taken by 
you in sub-specifically-identifying so many specimens. 
This letter need not trouble you for answer.I will send on the material du- 


ly;and then vou may report, please. 


Very sincerely ,- 





xe manic se «a, i xe 
Y COLLECTIONS, ———— 


Ai2.... Set Mark.. ie a is cs Oe Name.. RaLius.. neveborac 


Locality. Central..Benson. County...NeDek. wk... 
site... A..wet...coulee-me: NS WAT. 
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“Incubation None Identity rhe Ege 


Data. Water...percalas across...it..The nest..was. placed..some.. 
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REV. P. B. PEABODY, 
SAINT MARK’S RECTORY, 
BLUE RAPIDS, KANSAS. 
Mr Maltby was the original discoverer of this Rail Col- 
ony;which is habited by over four pairs.iI nave spent 
several ai j sia different seasons,in this meadoy 
earning sc ing out ge Yrails,each season. 
notably Pacamtapg hs lar;and I am of the opin- 
ever having ee flushed,in this 
exceptions ; thas 
ii beg ins sare never 


oe | 
os 
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